June 29, 2016

Pamela Grow

Dear Pamela,

No one should be hungry or homeless! That’s
why we gladly worked in exchange for meals at Grace
Café. We were grateful for the opportunity to help others
while enjoying healthy, tasty meals that kept us going.

You see, life isn’t fair, Just one month ago our
family had nowhere to go. We needed a little help though we never imagined we would one
day depend on the charity of neighbors. Unless you’ve been through it you never think it can
happen to you.

You don't just decide to be hungry or homeless. Living paycheck to paycheck, it doesn’t
take much to trigger a crisis.

We shared a house — my girlfriend Jess, her mom, our friend Anthony, and Papaw. Our
journey to homelessness began when my car got two flat tires. We also had a truck but it
wasn’t registered or insured. Mom took a chance borrowing our truck to pay the rent and drive
to the courthouse to get it legal. She didn’t make it.

Mom got arrested and incarcerated — with our rent in her pocket when she got pulled
over.

We went to the jail to get the money. They wouldn’t give it to us. When you’re
locked up they take your money.

Half goes to the jail and the rest goes into a commissary account — no exceptions. You
guessed it... We got evicted becanse we had no way to pay our rent. Then I lost my job
because [ couldn’t get to work without a car.
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