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Why Can't We Teach This? 
By N1ktta Stewart 

1) the- pre-face 10 ''The Gc•~'1'lilplucal RA:111.kt for 
1hc Dil.i(' C.1UW.tm," MarinJ:.I Rr.1.n"lon Moore, ll 

teacher whn foun,lcd ;e gnll ~c:hool m North Luu-
lm:i, not!M tlut ,ht! w,mted to Tt:.lth thi.l.it'l:1, -ai.,001 

th1,: \\-Ortd without it ,'t(lif18: (',\'Cf ,hcit head, "The 
author of this. bu.le ';l.'U(k,..hanl.'18 tOW)l.i OkJ6t.OI ffl4_!,1,w-cmlc. boob 
coo compkot for rou~ nund,, ha.." for ,;cmle' tiuk uul!fldtJ nu.lung 
im ~ffmt tu simplif\ th,· scic1,~ of Geogr.i.ph}·:· ,;he wt11<e. ••u ,be 
shall succeed in brinWni,; du~ bt':l.ooful and ui;cful stvd) \\lthm ,he 
i,:rl<p oi link foll..i;. aml m-tkmg u hoih mtcn:-1cu~ and pka,am. 
h(r purpnsi: \\111 be full\· .«.-c,impli,;htJ.'' The buuk \\-US published 
m 186.), the i.llt"k nu as the E,nal'lcipatior1 PfOtlamatino and in 
the n'li~l>t of the Ci..-il \'C'-ar. Tcachcr<-cuold l't'\,t\,. the k~i;on~ u·1th 
,uAAc,ted .,Jvcstion~ ifl the !xi.ck of th<:-lx,ol,.. Pan of J .es-.<m JX'ii 
"l\lggCl\UQn<, rear!: 

Q. \"\;"hkh ratt is the m("'l ci\'iliz:eJ? 
,\. The Cavca~un. 

Q. h 1ht .\fo1..,m :1;1,·;111;~ i1l thii CQo.Jlltn.·:' 

.\. l\o: tl>ef :'Ire docik and rdigiou<. hen:. 

Q, I low arc they tn \fn<;a "l.l"4icn:: diet· ti,~, come from? 
,\. Tha· a.n, \~n· 1,.gnura1u, <:rud :md ,,,r~t,hOO. 

,l.w<'rt' 1~ r;i~: ;u:,J wh;1: i~ lc;d1~1..-d. Thoe f,ndin,._..., \\'t!c ili~n1rbmg: 
i~t<' .,,.--1.>\\>1.k-.p~,;::id ,twc:1',. 11i.itrt.,q J.ID<•ng <.1v1,km,. \fore 1h:m 

:'I lh;I\I dt,,u_i,:hl thc CmanC'1pouon Prochrn;ui-,n lmm:ilk ~;,<l 
,lan:ry ilt "-'a~ :t<:ruall\-,he Jlth .\ma.dmtnt.) ~c;1rlI 6-0 pc«cnt 
of 1,:;:u:hcr-. did nor bd~,"< th..,:.r u.·:..tbook 'i, 00\4'.~\: of ,Ja\·cry wa<. 
~t-.. A p,a1lcL.~ic-up.-vf the ccn,cu...,;rart. m 1ch.kf1('"'1crn 
education ft'<ltarCh(r wnh a baC'li,ouncl ,n middle. J.nd hii,:h-sd1ool 
cJU(.'.auon J.nci J. hNon· pmfr .. :.or with c:t.pulli1.. in the hi-.1nr\· o( 
~l:m'.n luok4-.J ;U hav. lh\' l,ook:,. depict«! crhl:1,\·tntc:nt, <'' ,du:1tmg 
them with a 11l-p<)ll)t n1bri<: On J.\,;rngc, 1hc 1c,c1hnob reccwed ;1. 

{ailmg i,;ra<lc Qi 46 pcn:--<:nr. 
\hurHn (o,1dlo, diico.:!<,r ()f Tudli.nit Tokt:11lc-.:, a f'l'l>,::tam at 

rhc ~111.1then: Puntt\ I ..J.\\ C,:mc~ 1!ur r,r, ,m, 11e, di\c-r~Jt~ «.focaoon. 
.. ;lid :hi-' 1ub1ic u.~ H .. n.1'p:c the ((''.\tbO<">I;.< \\'.ll\ tbnur -.ei:1n~ h<w. 
the h·,t••~ ,,I cn~lwcm(rl \1;:is n11:!,!r,1.11:rl 1hr01,¼h<mt ;1 l.,uuk :11,J 
c,a..:-11\ v.+ur rl-.o'< ,,n11eu~ v.·1..:1:. ln ll>VH 11;;11.-!ti1,i;:, ,;he ~id. ,1.Jx 
ct\' 1~ • Ue;utsl :.ike a 1..ln1 00 :i lime' i1)(' "The lx-,1 le'.\tb, M >h m~d'M.' 
han 10 JU"C', ind th;ar\ 111 ;,n :,,111(1.pai,;:c t('Vl,.·,ok," Cn,rd.n tuW 
me '"\1 1h bcq, ~!:,\·,er~ ,~ 1:iugh1 hcc-.i.u....., \\X' h:we to i:xpla.ul th1.. 
Ci\ ii War, \\{' •c"d m ruc:h u like a ~outhe:n p!ubltm :md t b:id: • 
u·:ir._~ ,'('.r111om1c 1:l,::t1.Jtion. Th1.. ~onh is ittJ1.o. .. 1riali7cd; 1he :-;,,..11:t, 
w;" lc,1..keJ ma LJ.d\1.-:Ud a,.:tricu.lruf'J.I '-\·,tcm." .\b, ,it 'J2 (X't"-:<:nt nf 
..,,,11..i,'f'I• did nur kl'\<,w that <Ji1\('I'} '1.iil$ the w~r\ rc.nrr:il c:iu:s,;; ;1,:,.

(• ,l\l;ni,t t•) ,h, ~Ur\1..'\". 

So h"u· did \l..'t, ~~ ~f\'.:' l lw h:M we Lx.....-,, :'U>k to fail ~n1J('fl1~ 
\1orc th:U'I a croro.ty and a halt' bt('f, 1c1tbools ™' lnngcr puhb,J, for ,;o lo,,g:' -\Imo-., 1mmcdtl1dy after the ( '.t\·il \\ .ir. whi!c Snuth 

,uch O\'Ctl uo~, be'>, bu, the: C nn«i 51,m;s -1nll ,tru~e~ m te:ich Cfl'IC~ and chrir ~ympadtu('f"I aJop1cd .in ldcolf'lb•'r ,:iiled ·'tlie W)s1 
chil..ln:-n :1\)oui •U\~n·. ClU<.(-," 2n outlool th.ti -1oftened !he hrnt<.u1u· uf uls!J.,cmcnr :Uld 

( 'nlike m.uh ;ulJ n.--:ldi~. ~Uh':> :th: not l\"'qlli"«'I r,, mttr Kadem- fU,~t1ti,cd 11-. 1mmuulm. On1.. propOOC1lt of the-i~!eolo,..y w,1.., LJuarJ 
-1t:" couh'11 <.rnnd:.uck fm .t:idting-r«i:d s111(tlt'< :111,1 t 'n!"'St-·•s•a•1•e•,-••f--..~. Pol!a~~i.-t'h.e um <.,;1a ... t""-,.l'!m•rm-rnfaM'nan:y CmF 
hiscur~ Th:11 mc:in~ rh:it thcte 1, nu <:11,1-,en .. u~ uo the currku.lum kdetatc gene-ml<. and <oldiel" mto hr.rot':'> anJ ;1~---u,-J tNt ..Ja,·<'t} 

.1.mund .. b,·e1y, uo ul'lifutrn rc,~mc,,,l11ior1 1<1 ('Xp1ain :U'I in-<ut~· \l.':l'I pmpc-r, bc,au:,;e l,b,ck, people- we-re iflfrtior Th( .. l('l<.I c:m,c" 
riull that wa~ddxued in thecttt'~ot' the U'lostirunon .1r11.l 1h-t1 h:is tMutI buried 1hc truth that Wffl(' "SU/.1110 people died m J. w·u bt---
illfl~1ctx:cJ n.;,-,ut}' e,:crr :1.'lpec:1 oi . \mcrinn ~oc:,ew ,,nee. OU'< 13.Q,.'C m1mlx-rs ~; whnc penpk \nmied to nuintJ.i1, sl:we-ry. 

l"nmk ah11ut "U.~t 1! wt1Uld nkan for our OOuc:u.k,,, s,sce-m 10 ()\('J ume. the 1hcm,· heami: Su 11l_gr..a.i1k-d in our colkcU\·e think• 
properl,· reach studc,us - }'OUog childn-n and 1,cnah>cf'-- about mg that l!\'l!n tod. .. ,· p1,_-opk l,c.lict·c tha.1 the U\il \\"ar \\'a~ ab0\11 the: 
c,,sla\·tine-1u, \\'h:it !he) "U.n\lld ha\'-c to karn abovl O\IJ <oomrr. lr'-1 South's ;1s:serti1l_'t iLS "¥,-hb again<.1 the 'forth. not about 11:i\-cn·. 
~y. I w grocr.,1,tioo~ we\-c been um\·illing «> do it. F..kmentat'\'• Ai.,ou1 80 pt"lttnt of thii; C<i\lRU) 

0

$ J,"7 mdlion tcµcher; a.re •,}:hitc, 
<.chonl re:i~N, \l'orri~ about <li.-.turbin~ childtt1l. 1cU stude-11b and white cJ~1or•, :,;omc of u-hom il'C"\\· up !e.1.nUll~ t:lut the Ci,'il 
.lbuut th1.. ••goo,I" people, like the-abrilitior1ist .. and the bl:t<k pcvpk \\'ar v.--;i..• a.hnm ,;m~• "l(tus . 1)1.."fiel'llllr haw a h-a,,1..i in (h(' i;clcctioll 
who C'¢lp(d to f.ttt<k.m, bvt lt'llw ovt the dct:.uls of \\·hr 1hC\· \1.-cti: of textbooks. which can \':ltr from ,catc t•J <.t:m:-and fn,.m '<(;hool 
prot<"Soog 01 u·h:11 1hcy \\'ere flccm~ Mkir!Je.i.chool a.od fugh-school distll('1 t••'Ch1Jol dim"t<'t, .. Tht-1e dcc1s1ons :m: bemi,: tl'l;1Jt I,~ people 
t<":tch(n sud: to ks,on plans finn) outd:i~ b;'.>;tbook.s. th:it promo1e v.M kamcd ,1bout .,b,·ety in .- diffcrc1ll \\'.l\' :u a diffcrcor time," 
long-held, errtmt \ 11:\\-S. Thal ll.)C:lllS stlklcnts i:tndo:itc \1.-ith a p•lOJ Cost~IQ tnld m~ 
undast1.0Jin& of h~· sh~n· ~h:apcd our countt'}', anJ the~ are un- The U\\-· 1.:C1l1Ct_.s srudr (<>C'Uscd on higtM<hool -1ruden1_,,, bm the 
a!Jk to t«oW1iJe 1he p<1we-rful and bsong cffem n h;1.i; had. tnisctluca1foa of dulJrcn gencull,· l~ns much earliet. Teachers 

In 2(1)- , th( So.uhcrn P..m;m· r .. m: f'cfllcr, :i nnnprofo uz~;,utiz.t· bong.le histO/) ~~ snon :1-1 clukutn :1N' karitirtS 10 tead. UCO\'S<" 
non thl1 rc..-.c:irche, ;md n:.c)nit<>ri; h.,tt iruu?,;., porc~I O\Ct 12 p,:)flu 1c:achc-N and p:tl'ttttll :'lrt often 'SO a.fr:ud II) frighten dulJ~n. diet· 
bt LS. hiMun lx,ol,,i, attd ~ur\1..""1.cd more th11n 1.:1111 ~l.._--ial-srudic,c .-wk\\-~1nllr spin the-hi-<l()lJ" ,,f this oounU)- They (ocu, "" :1 h:u:idful 
tl'.:td!Cr">a.nd I.UUll.hiKJ.1--~chot.,l<,¢1UOUtounckr«aMhow \mencan of he-tn<" bke Ham('t T1.1bman, who.<e picture 1, mdi..--J 10 buil('tin 
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