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FAITH & LAW

Cear Famela,

This Friday evening, Christian Lagal Aid of DC is hosting 2 conversation about making end-
of-life medical decisions. I'va shared in earlier emails how this topic connects to questions
about the law, abowt what is just and ethical, and how we must look to cur faith 1o inform us
as we grapple with thess questions. Today I'd like to share some of the weys this has hit
home for ma personally over the last year.




My mom has managed sencus chronic ilinessss for as long as | can remember. She has
done so0 with tremendous grace and faith; and in & way, my family was prepared io
navigate her health challanges. What we did not expact was my fathar's sudden cancar
diagnosis.

Of coursa, he wasn't alone. Within months, others family mambers and fiends were getiing
their own dizgnoses, facing unexpeacted surgeries and treaiments. While sickness and the
prospect of death were not new or unique to my family, the wave of bad news within my
own nner circle intemupted comfortable illusions — the illusion that we have time and
control, the illusion that difficult cholcas are "out there® and a long way of.

Ewen though we had clients calling CLADC every week for help with the legal
implications of these circumstances, | had put off thinking about these things for

miyself.

While my parenta are doing well now, our situation over the last year promptad us io
contEnue conversations abowt end-of-ife decisions that we'd started, but never really
fimished. | also realized that this wasn't just about prepanng for someons else's future, but
that | needed to consider the decisions o be made at the end of my own life.

I'm mcreasingly convincad that prayedully considering our awn frailty and physicad death is
an important way that we can love God and love others. We live owt our love for God
when we trust him to guide us through the valley of the shadow of death, and we live
out our love for others whean we take the time to talk with them about the decisions
we may ask them to make one day on our behalf.

| don't hawe all of the anawers yet, bt reading Dr. Butlar's book, Between Life snd Death
A Gospel-Centerad Guwide o End-o-Life Medical Care, was an incredibly helpful step, and
my prayer is that this year's Faith & Law Lecture will be & helpful step for you too.




| hope youll join me this Frday to hear from Dr. Butter and Joseph Thigpen, a local pastor

from Capitol H#l Baptist Church. Please consider this a personal inwitation to register here
today,. and to let athars know about this apportunity as wall.

Giratafully,

A ...

Whitney King
Exacutive Director

ww.christianlegalsid-do.org
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